Winter Weather Safety on the Road

A winter storm or blizzard can turn a trip into a life threatening situation. The best thing you can do when winter storms strike is to think twice before getting on the road. 

If you must travel, here are some safety tips to keep in mind:

· Keep your gas tank near full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines
· Check your windshield wipers and keep you washer fluid full
· Carry extra weight (such as sand bags) in the trunk of your car or bed of your truck, particularly for rear wheel drive vehicles
· If you have one, take along a cellular phone (with charged batteries), CB radio, or Ham radio
· Tell someone where you are going, the route you will be taking, and when you expect to arrive
· Check the latest forecasts and road conditions just before departure
· Take your NOAA Weather Radio with you to keep track of changing weather conditions
· Carry a winter storm survival kit, including:
· Blankets or sleeping bags
· Additional warm clothing
· A flashlight with extra batteries
· A First Aid kit
· A knife
· High calorie, non-perishable foods such as candy bars
· A small can and water-proof matches (to melt snow for drinking)
· A bag of sand or cat litter
· A shovel
· A windshield scraper and brush
· Booster cables

Once on the road, be careful.
· Turn on your lights and brush the snow off them frequently
· Slow down
· Turn, brake and accelerate gradually
· Leave plenty of room between you and the other vehicles
· Be particularly careful on ramps, bridges, and overpasses
· If you encounter a snowplow, allow plenty of room for it to pass and use extreme caution if you attempt to pass it. Remember that the blade on a snowplow extends several feet in front of the truck and can extend on both sides of the truck outside the lane boundaries. 

If you become stranded, DON’T PANIC.
· Stay in your vehicle. Don’t try to walk to safety.
· If you have a CB radio, Ham radio or cellular phone, call for help.
· Attach a cloth to your car’s antenna or window to indicate you need help.
· Turn on the dome light and flashers to make your car more noticeable
· Periodically run the engine and heater, but make sure you open your window a crack and make sure the exhaust pipe is free of snow. 
· Watch for signs of hypothermia and frostbite. 

For more information, contact your local emergency management coordinator.

National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office Quad Cities, IA/IL
